EVA KUMINKOVÁ
The title of a national conference with international participation fully reflects the aims and goals that the organizers set as starting points for a broad discussion about the purpose, current state and future development of open air museums in our country. Such a large scale discussion occurred only once, at the turn of the 1970s and 1980s, in the course of preparations of the methodology for building open air museums in Czechoslovakia.
1 Forty years later, experts and open air museum workers decided that the principles introduced in the methodology had to be revisited in light of social changes that the country experienced in the past decades and in relation to contemporary trends in museology and changing needs of the visitors. 
Open air museums and legislation
The fourth thematic group aspired to open critical issues as well as marketing issues. The role of guides and importance of proper interpretation turned out to be one of the crucial issues shared across institutions. The participants also agreed that some of the topics opened at the conference deserve more attention and that the Czech Association of Open Air Museums should initiate further discussions. These included especially marketing and legislation. The outcomes of the conference will be used in the process of drafting the first strategy of development of open air museums in the Czech Republic which has been initiated by the Ministry of Culture and is supposed to be the first national strategic document concerning open air museums in history.
The overall feeling that remained when the conference was over could be described by few words: encounter of generations, humility and respect for the founders, visions for the future, expertise, intelligibility, elimination of social stereotypes, complexity of presentation and interpretation, sharing experience, creative discussion... The Wallachian Open Air Museum has started a dialogue among different segments of the field which had not had a chance to communicate before. The conference showed that there are many themes and issues that are shared and should be developed in future.
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